Maternal death following epidural anaesthesia
To the Editor: We read with interest the recent case report by Morgan ~ describing a maternal death following epidural anaesthesia for Caesarean section in a patient with unsuspected sepsis.
The diagnosis of Group A streptococcus sepsis may be the most likely diagnosis, however we feel that a differential diagnosis should have been considered in their discussion. A cardiorespiratory arrest occurring eight minutes after injection of local anaesthetic into the epidural space should alert any anaesthetist of a complication arising directly from the epidural. An accidental intrathecal injection of local anaesthetic cannot be totally excluded particularly when 12 ml of the local anaesthetic were injected through the Tuohy needle. A correctly positioned catheter in the epidural space at post mortum does not exclude intrathecal injection in this patient.
This article also states that the use of epidural anaesthesia can be considered in the resuscitated septic patient, but it fails to stress the risk of epidural abscess or meningitis in a patient with systemic infection. 
